
February 2022

W
    E

 

W
     E

 

Treasurer's Update
Heart Hub Playground
Car Raffle #2 
Alumni Success Stories

SEPTEMBER 2022

COMMUNITY UPDATE
Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools



A Message from Your Superintendent

www.weschools.org

Sincerely, 

Charles Murphy
Interim Superintendent

Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools

Charles.Murphy@weschools.org

Hello Willoughby-Eastlake families!

It is hard to believe that we are nearly half way through the
first quarter of the 2022-2023 school year. In preparation for
the winter months, please take a moment to sign up for
district communications by following the instructions to the
right of this paragraph. The district will reach out to all
families in the event of school closings as a result of
inclement weather. By receiving District communications, you
will always be informed of any possible closings and you will
receive up-to-date information about important events in our
schools.

Through an extremely generous donation from Serpentini
Chevrolet of Willoughby Hills and The Chevy Network, our
student organizations are in the process of raffling a new
Chevy Trax. All proceeds from this raffle go directly to these
organizations. If you would like to learn more, or purchase a
raffle ticket, please use this link:
https://go.rallyup.com/wefoundationraffle   

As always, I would like to thank our students, families, staff
and members of the community for making Willoughby-
Eastlake such an incredible place for children to learn and
grow. Together, we make the lives of over 7,500 students
better every day!  

September 2022
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTS2xu6R-D_ED92Unq_LgQ/featured
https://go.rallyup.com/wefoundationraffle


WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE SCHOOL SAFETY

Continuous updates to district emergency protocols using a cloud based system
Utilization of the Raptor system, a comprehensive visitor management system 
Secured school entrances - "bullpens" 
Continued practice of safety drills such as ALICE training, lockdowns, etc. for staff and students 

A primary focus of Willoughby-Eastlake Schools is security. Some of the security initiatives that the District has
addressed include:

School Messenger is the electronic notification system that is used by the District. The District utilizes this system
to share updates and important information. The system is also used by the superintendent to notify parents of
calamity days and emergency situations. 

Your phone numbers and notification settings can be updated from within the Parent Portal in PowerSchool.

DISTRICT INFORMATION
SAFE SCHOOL HELPLINE

School safety
Disruptive activities
Drug or alcohol abuse
Harassment
Weapons
Threats

Student and staff safety is of the utmost
importance to Willoughby-Eastlake. The Safe
School Helpline is available to students, staff
members and the community to report concerns
they have regarding the well-being of those in our
schools. All calls are confidential.

The helpline is a convenient way for anyone to
report information regarding topics such as: 

www.safeschoolhelpline.com
Download the free SSHL Mobile app

SEE SOMETHING - SAY SOMETHING -
GET HELP

To learn about W-E safety 
 initiatives, click the link below.

https://www.weschools.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=5Y2UAI&dasi=2G2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjy3ivG2uwg
https://youtu.be/VaftowZzGm8
https://www.weschools.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=5Y2UAI&dasi=2G2
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.safeschoolhelpline.mobile
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DISTRICT UPDATE 

There is a renewal levy on the November 8th ballot.
This is a renewal levy, which means your taxes will not increase if passed.

RENEWAL LEVY

For more information please watch the August 8th, 2022 Board Meeting, beginning at minute 50:
https://youtu.be/647I12Il_Yc 

This is the list of approved cuts should the levy fail in November. This board meeting presentation was done by
both Nicholas Ciarniello, Treasurer/CFO and former Superintendent, Steve Thompson. 

This year, all students have access to
technology on a 1:1 basis!

https://youtu.be/647I12Il_Yc


TREASURER'S UPDATE 

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN FINANCIAL REPORTING

Nick Ciarniello
Treasurer/CFO

Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools
nick.ciarniello@weschools.org

Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT - FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY

The office worked diligently to close the books for the school year and
subsequently open the books for the new school year
The payroll department issued salary notices and set up new contracts
for close to 1,000 employees
Vendors and employees were paid, ensuring the ongoing operations of
the district
The treasurer's office continued processing orders for the entire
district with the goal that items arrive at their destination in time for
the start of the school year
The changes in health, dental, vision and life insurance were
completed for all district employees

It is the job of the Treasurer to oversee the spending of the district and to
ensure that all funds are spent in a manner that is fiscally responsible. 

During the summer month's, the Treasurer's Department worked tirelessly
to prepare for a new year by accomplishing the following tasks:

Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and
Canada (GFOA) has awarded the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting to Willoughby-Eastlake City
School District for its annual comprehensive financial report for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2021. The report was judged by an
impartial panel to meet the high standards of the program, which
includes demonstrating a constructive "spirit of full disclosure" to
clearly communicate its financial story and motivate potential users
and user groups to read the report.

The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in
the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its
attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a
government and its management.

Congratulations to the 
Treasurer's Office!

Stay up to date by visiting the 
Treasurer's Webpage

Click here:

https://www.weschools.org/TreasurersPage.aspx
mailto:nick.ciarniello@weschools.org


September 2022 www.weschools.org

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Kaylee Lupica recently received her commercial driver's
license (CDL) making her eligible to drive a school bus for
Willoughby-Eastlake Schools. Kaylee's mother and
grandmother are also bus drivers for the District. Kaylee
shared, "I want to be able to impact the lives of children on a
daily basis by caring, and helping to keep students safe."  

Kaylee's grandmother, Mary Fitzgerald, has been a driver for
thirty-eight years. When asked why driving a bus is important
to her, she stated, "I want parents to know that as a mom
who drives, I try to look after and keep every student safe. I
want to give parents the peace of mind that their children
are safe in their absence." Mary also expressed the love that
she has for her daughter and granddaughter for following in
her footsteps. Tammy Mester, a ten-year veteran driver, is
Kaylee's mother and the second generation of drivers from
this family. Tammy became a driver while raising her three
children.  

GREAT WORK LADIES! 

CONGRATULATIONS and GOOD LUCK MIKAYLA!

ONE FAMILY, THREE GENERATIONS

Three Generations of Drivers 

ALUMNI NEWS - SOUTH HIGH/GRANT ELEMENTARY 
Former Grant Elementary student, and 2021 graduate of South High School, Mikayla Schuller, recently competed
at the World Baton Twirling Federation World Championship in Turin, Italy. Mikayla is currently an engineering
student at Florida State University and a featured twirler for the Florida State University Marching Chiefs. As a
member of Team U.S.A, she participated in the Junior Women’s Freestyle and placed fourth in the junior women’s
short program and freestyle categories. 

Mikayla began dancing in the first grade and was later given the
opportunity to take baton lessons. During the last three years, 
she shares that she has spent three hours a day in the gym so that
she would be at the “top of her game” and able to compete against
other athletes in Turin. 

 
In 2023, Mikayla plans to travel back to Europe to compete at the
International Baton Twirling Federation World Baton Twirling
Championship and Nations Cup in Liverpool, United Kingdom. 



SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
ANNUAL FUN RUN 

NORTH & SOUTH HIGH STUDENTS ROCK THE HOUSE FOR
THE HEART HUB PLAYGROUND! 

Each year, students at North and South engage in several lighthearted competitions during Spirit Week. In
addition to competitions, such as the Powder Puff football game, they select an organization to support during the
week. This year, when the student body learned of the Heart Hub Playground, they decided to raise money for this
very worthwhile cause. 

Royalview Elementary School of Innovation

SOI raised: $40,111
Royalview raised:  $33,000 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Royalview Elementary and School of Innovation students, families and
staff! Each school raised an amazing amount of money through their Fun Runs.

The students at both schools worked together to raise $21,624.22 for
the adaptive playground that will eventually be housed at Royalview
Elementary School and serve as a community playground for children
living in the area. 

Thank you students and staff for your commitment to this cause!  



SCHOOL VIEWS

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL NORTHERN CAREER
INSTITUTE
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SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

Jonas Hanks, a
North High

student, won his
division in drift

racing in his own
car.

Congratulations!



SCHOOL NEWS 

Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

Students in the Career Options program are making
and selling Buckeye themed necklaces, using South
and North colors. Necklaces can be purchased at
DavEd Jewelers in downtown Willoughby. The
proceeds from the sale of the necklaces are used to
purchase additional educational and work-force
materials for the Career Options program. 

SERPENTINI/W-E CAR RAFFLE

1 chance - $10
3 chances - $25
7 chances - $50
15 chances - $100
40 chances - $200 

The Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Foundation
is once again selling raffle tickets for a brand
new car generously donated by Serpentini
Chevrolet of Willoughby Hills and The Chevy
Network. This is the second car the District
has received from Serpentini that will benefit
participating student groups.

Ticket Deadline: Monday, Dec 12, 2022
Ticket Drawing: December 20, 2022

Ticket Options

W-E STUDENTS SELLING BUCKEYE NORTH/SOUTH
THEMED NECKLACES 

This project was also supported
by the students in the Excel
TECC welding program with
their creation of a display stand
for these items. 

This project is another great
example of a school and
community partnership
happening in W-E!



SCHOOL VIEWS
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EASTLAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL

WILLOWICK MIDDLE SCHOOL



Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

WILLOUGHBY
MIDDLE SCHOOL

EDISON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ROYALVIEW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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LONGFELLOW 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

JEFFERSON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

GRANT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE
PRESCHOOL



Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

ALUMNI & COMMUNITY INFORMATION

 During the monthly art show at The Drawing Board Arts, Alexis Rubertino and Liz Burton, both North
High graduates, had an opportunity to share their love of the arts! 

Following graduation from Bowling Green State University, Alexis
Rubertino and her mother opened The Drawing Board Arts, where
patrons are able to create unique pieces of pottery, take workshops
and classes to learn to sculpt clay, and also view the artwork of local
artists in the store art gallery. 

"I'm very proud to have helped create a space to learn, enjoy, and
create art, and I hope that our studio can facilitate everyone's
creativity and encourage people to keep making art if it makes them
happy, just as my high school art experience did for me," exclaimed
Alexis.

Liz Burton, who recently graduated from Columbus College of Art and Design,
had her work featured in an open house exhibition hosted at The Drawing Board
Arts studio. In a recent article in the News Herald, Liz shared, "Art is always
something I’ve been passionate about for as long as I can remember, but it was
the unending support from my family that helped me pursue it for a career. I
would describe my art as being graphic, vibrant and colorful, and I enjoy any
medium that allows me to express this.” 

W-E wish both graduates well as they work to make the world a place filled with beautiful works of art!
*Click the hyperlinks in the story to learn more or visit each website. 

Recreation Leagues
Senior Center

EASTLAKE
Website

VILLAGE OF TIMBERLAKE
Website

WAITE HILL

Recreation Department
Senior Center

Willoughby

 

Recreation Department
Senior Center

WILLOUGHBY HILLS
Recreation Department
Senior Center

WILLOWICK

COMMUNITY CORNER
Willoughby-Eastlake Schools serves seven communities:  Eastlake, Lakeline, Timberlake, Waite Hill,
Willoughby, Willoughby Hills and Willowick. Many of these communities have recreation departments
and senior centers that offer multiple events, classes and activities for students and their families. You
can find their websites here and become active in your community! 

*Lakeline does not have a website. 

PASSION FOR ART CONNECTS NORTH ALUMNI

https://thedrawingboardarts.com/
https://www.news-herald.com/2022/09/01/drawing-board-arts-in-lyndhurst-hosts-exhibition-for-artist-liz-burton/
https://www.lizzburton.com/
https://eastlakeohio.com/city-leagues/
https://eastlakeohio.com/senior-center/
https://villageoftimberlake.com/
http://waitehilloh.gov/index.php
https://willoughbyohio.com/department/parks-recreation/
https://willoughbyohio.com/department/parks-recreation/senior-center/
http://www.willoughbyhills-oh.gov/departments/services/recreation/index.php
http://www.willoughbyhills-oh.gov/departments/services/senior_center/index.php
https://www.cityofwillowick.com/departments/parks-recreation/about/
https://www.cityofwillowick.com/departments/senior-center/about/


Edison Elementary School                                            (440) 283-2176

Grant Elementary School                                              (440) 283-4085

Jefferson Elementary School                                        (440) 283-2177

Longfellow Elementary School                                     (440) 283-4086

Royalview Elementary School                                       (440) 283-2179

School of Innovation                                                      (440) 283-2149

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS
Please be sure to report your student's absence. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Eastlake Middle School                                                  (440) 283-4084

School of Innovation                                                       (440) 283-2149

Willoughby Middle School                                              (440) 283-2182

Willowick Middle School                                                 (440) 283-2183

HIGH SCHOOLS
North High School                                                           (440) 283-2178

South High School                                                           (440) 283-2180

NCI Eastlake                                                                    (440) 283-4087

NCI Willoughby                                                                (440) 283-4088
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Important Info & Updates

 

Questions?
Email us anytime at PR@weschools.org

DISTRICT CALENDAR
2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR
DISTRICT MASTER CALENDAR - allows you
to filter calendar events by school and dates,
print and export the calendar for transfer to
electronic device
W-E Tip! Check your school's website for any
additional events by the school or
parent/booster organizations. 

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION?
Do you have a question about the Willoughby-Eastlake School
District and you are not sure who to ask? 

Classroom related - contact your child's teacher
Building related - contact your building administrator
W-E Website - our website has lots of great information
Not sure? Contact the Board of Education Office at 

STEP 1: Go to the source of your question.

      (440) 946-5000 or email pr@weschools.org and someone will
      be happy to assist you. 

CONNECT WITH US

Teach - Learn - �ow

Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools - 35353 Curtis Blvd. - Eastlake, OH 44095

https://www.weschools.org/
https://www.weschools.org/
https://twitter.com/WESchools
https://www.facebook.com/Willoughby-Eastlake-Schools-111937727156356/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTS2xu6R-D_ED92Unq_LgQ/featured
https://www.weschools.org/Downloads/2022-2023%20W-E%20Monthly%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/MenuItem/2021-2022%20W-E%20Monthly%20Calendar5.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx

